
Rangitoto Bach Information 
 

 

1st Devonport Scout Group 
Reservations and enquiries: 
rangitotobach@gmail.com 

 
How many does it sleep? 
There are enough sleeping areas for a maximum of 12, though it is 
most comfortable for 6-8 cubs/scouts plus leaders. There is a couch 
which folds out into a bed and a ‘leaders’ bed in the kitchen area.  
There can be no sleeping outside – this is defined as ‘camping’ by 
DOC and is expressly forbidden. 
 
Do I need to bring pots, frying pans, cups, cutlery etc? 
No. There are plenty of plates, bowls, cutlery and mugs. Pots, pans 
and the frying pans are old but function fine. You need to bring your 
own tea towels, hand towels and black bin bags (for rubbish) and you 
should also take cooking oil, soap and your own matches or lighter. 
 
Toilets 
There are no toilets at the bach but the public toilets are about 50m 
away and are open 24hrs. You do not need to bring toilet paper. 
 
Cost 
Cost to hire the bach is $50 booking fee plus $5 per person per night. 
Payment is needed in advance to secure the booking. Please make 
cheques payable to ‘SANZ 1st Devonport Scout Group’ and pay by 
online banking to 38 9018 0831532 00 with reference "Rangitoto 
Bach" and your Scout Group.  
 
Combination Lock 
The door is secured with a combination padlock. The water & back 
door key can be found inside on the notice board. Once we receive 

mailto:rangitotobach@gmail.com


your booking fee you will be emailed / phoned with the combination 
number.  The combination changes from time to time. 
 
Gas & Lighting 
There is no electricity so it is essential that you bring your own 
torches or lanterns.  The stove runs on LPG and a gas bottle is 
provided.  There is also a spare bottle there.  If one runs out, please 
bring it back on the ferry to Devonport and phone ahead to say you 
are coming and someone from the committee will collect it from 
Devonport Wharf. Open the shutters fully before trying to open the 
windows or this will strain the hinges. 
 
Do we need to take water?  
We don’t recommend that you drink the water from the kitchen tap 
without boiling it.  If you can, please bring your own water supplies. 
However there is a tap in the Disabled Cubicle of the wharf toilet 
block where you can get drinking water. There is a key on the key 
ring and hose for the tap on the hooks. There are two water storage 
containers inside the kitchen.  Please make sure these are EMPTY 
when you leave. Use the red trolley to transport the containers. 
 
How far from the ferry is it?  
About 200 metres from the wharf. It is the first bach that you come to  
on the left when heading away from the boat, on the corner where the 
road forks. It’s the scout green building with purple shutters. 
 
Fires 
There are to be No fires outside. There is a complete fire ban over 
the whole of Rangitoto and Motutapu Islands. There is no camping 
allowed on the island so tents can’t be pitched outside. DOC monitors 
this closely. Any group that is found to be lighting fires outside will be 
asked to leave the island. If using candles for lighting, do not leave 
them unattended.  Take great care if you use the wood burning stove. 
 
Equipment 
Please note there are various items of equipment stored at the bach 
which belong to 1st Devonport and are not for general use.  
 



Clean Up 
There is a list of jobs that need to be done to clean up before you 
leave: the bare minimum is to sweep the floors and clean the kitchen 
surfaces and make sure all pots, plates, cutlery etc are clean. If you 
can sweep the leaves off the roof, that always needs doing…. 
 
Great things to do on Rangitoto… 

 

 A swim off the wharf 

 Get stuck in the mud at low tide 

 Sunset hike to the top of Rangitoto 

 Go down into Rangitoto crater 

 Star gazing from the Parade Ground 

 Explore the lava caves – bring a torch! 

 Fishing off the wharf 

 Plenty of walks 

 Orienteering and compass work 

 Discover the shipwrecks! 

 Conservation project 

 Bach culture – read the info boards, visit Bach 38 

 Bring over boats for water activities 

 Make flax/driftwood boats and sail them across the bay 

 Hike to Motutapu, explore the guns & camp at Home Bay 

 Litter collection on the shore line 
 Collect driftwood 

 Weed busting (ask DOC for advice) 
 

 


